92

93

94

95

CONTENT

10

11

CONTENT

10

11

96

97

Photographer: Merwelene van der Merwe
Assistant Photographer: Grant Mc Kinlay
Designer and stylist: Shaldon Kopman
Assistant to designer and stylist: Ronel Conradie
Make-up/hair artiste: Amy Anstey
Models: Dave and Isaac (Boss Models JHB) and Emily Rose
(Star Models)

11

Inspired, modern,
African
A considered and multifunctional approach to design and commitment to natural materials, detailing and
manufacture have set Naked Ape apart in the menswear market. African Style chats to Shaldon Kopman,
the driving force behind this label. Photo: Merwelene van der Merwe

T

he Tattersalls building in downtown Jozi looks quiet and
three-piece suit in an African-styled tartan fabric, which Samuel L
reserved. But inside, on the second floor, it’s a different
Jackson (yes, the Mr Jackson!) rocked on the cover of GQ Style (May
story…
2013).
In the offices of Naked Ape Fashion Consulting, oldThe inspiration for these designs comes from South Africa's streets,
school hip-hop fills the air. The man behind this menswear
Shaldon notes. “From a young age, I was intrigued – fascinated –
brand, Shaldon Kopman is passionately talking about
by the elegance of the gentlemen I’d see in Soweto or on Joburg's
inspiration while sipping a cup of Tulsi Gotu Kola tea
streets. They'd put together looks with multiple layers and textures, yet
and throwing on a blue mohair scarf… more specifically, about how
their budgets may have been virtually non-existent.
inspiration can be transformed into clothes that are fashion-forward
"Realising how creative we are as a nation inspires me to take it
yet firmly rooted in our continent.
up a level, creating fine garments and then editing and re-editing to
He knows what he's talking about.
give them so much more purpose. This means clothes that wash well,
After a successful modelling career, Shaldon worked as a stylist in
breathe well, do what you need them to do and that can become part
New York, Chicago, Sydney and Dubai. Back in South Africa, while
of your style and image – part of you,” he says.
working as the fashion editor of Elle, Soccer Life
The Naked Ape label encompasses a bespoke
and Y Magazine, he quickly realised that a gap "Realising how creative made-to-order range that epitomises luxury.
in the market existed for quality locally designed we are as a nation inspires Shaldon defines it as “the fine assembly of exquisite
and tailored menswear – especially for individuals
fabrication with impeccable detailing”. However,
who wanted their outfits to make as much of an me to take it up a level, the label now includes a ready-to-wear collection
impact as they do. Making the natural progression creating fine garments and too, making the Naked Ape look more accessible.
into design, he's been filling that gap in a big way then editing and re-editing This is something he is especially excited about,
ever since.
and even though he could make it even more
At Naked Ape, it's about designer garments to give them so much affordable by outsourcing manufacturing to Asia,
more purpose.
that are more than just aesthetically pleasing. For
he says that would be contrary to what the brand
Shaldon, form follows function – always. Whether
stands for.
it's a seemingly minor detail like a zipper, the choice of fabrics or
Naked Ape will soon expand as a lifestyle brand, so watch this
ensuring the perfect fit.
space. Shaldon is also designing and engineering his own fabrics
“Clothing is expensive. It has to be purposeful,” he says, getting up
with local manufacturers, some of which will be seen in his winter
to illustrate in front of an almost ceiling-high mirror. He’s wearing his
2014 collection (to be launched in October 2013). “This collection is
brand: black fitted cargo pants in 100% hemp and a long-sleeved
a collaboration of designers with various fabric manufacturers in and
t-shirt in bamboo-derived fabric with a hoody that can be worn in
around the country, inspired by a trip to Ethiopia thanks to model
three different ways. The natural fabric choices are deliberate and
Anna Getaneh’s invitation in January this year. Innovative use of natural
very Naked Ape – they’re luxurious but, above all, wearable. His black
fabrics is what it’s all about,” he explains.
jacket, which is also 100% hemp, can be worn as a blazer or a casual
The precise fabrication and thought-through detailing that Naked
jacket; relaxed or fitted with just a few minor tweaks.
Ape has become known for will be part of that, of course. And
On the rails in his office, numerous other exquisitely made outfits
although it may not be that obvious, some Shaldon ‘soul’ and love for
follow the same trend-setting multifunctional approach, including the
the continent will be intricately stitched into every garment too.
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